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Good morning Chairmen DeFronzo and Guerrera, Senator Nickerson and Representative
Scribner, and members of the Transportation Committee. Thank you for inviting me in for
today’s oversight hearing. I want to say right up front that I have nothing but the most profound
respect for the oversight role played by the General Assembly, and this Committee in particular.

It’s a little bit strange being back here, but when I received that call from the Governor’s
Office last month, I knew I couldn’t say ‘no.’ I love Connecticut ... I have enormous respect for
Govemnor Rell ... and I want to do whatever I can to help out an agency that I came to know so
intimately between 1991 and 1995.

I think it’s fair to say that the D-O-T is the only agency in state government that has some
impact on every citizen and every business every day of the year.

‘ These are days of great change and transition ... in the economy and in people’s thinking

about transit and transportation, not only in Connecticut but nationally. Indeed a study was just
released this month by the National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study
Commission, which could refocus the national debate on surface transportation — highway, bus
and rail — and how we pay for it.

Before I get too much further along, I should tell you what I’ve been doing since I left
state service 13 years ago ...

In addition to practicing law, teaching at Yale and Harvard, and consulting on a range of
transportation and environmental issues, I had the great honor to serve as Assistant Secretary for
Transportation Policy in the United States Department of Transportation. That was from 2002 to
2005.

I also served as the founding Vice Chair of the I-95 Corridor Coalition and as a Director
of the Regional Plan Association of New York.

In addition, I served as a selectman in the town of Weston from 1999 to 2001. For the
record, I now reside and vote in Westport, while maintaining personal and professional
responsibilities in Washington, D.C.

So ... now that you know where I’ve been, let me give you some thoughts on where we
are today and what I hope to accomplish in my brief time at D-O-T.

As all of you know, Governor Rell last year created the Governor’s Commission on the
Reform of the Department of Transportation, which was very ably chaired by Mike Critelli,
former C-E-O of Pitney-Bowes. The Commission looked at the D-O-T’s organization and '
operations — but not its strategic direction — and it has just issued its draft report. I know you’ll be
hearing from a member of the Commission later today. The report is not yet final and we all






